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7. Codes of Practice: Standards for compliance.

7.1 Harmonised Standards 7.2 Standardisation 7.3 Clear and Consistent | 7.4 Resource Performance
Requests Standards and Energy Efficiency

Presumption of conformity Commission's role in issuing Ensuring clarity and Focus on Al systems' resource

with harmonized standards. standardization requests. consistency in standards. performance.

Introduction

In the dynamic landscape of Al technologies, clear and consistent standards are imperative. Under the
EU Al Act, these standards serve as guiding principles, ensuring compliance and driving innovation. The
Act's framework emphasizes the pivotal role of such standards in maintaining a safe and trustworthy Al
ecosystem while facilitating market growth.
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Central to this framework are the European Commission and the Al Board. These entities play key roles
in developing and upholding standards that align with the Act's objectives. The Commission issues
standardization requests to relevant organizations, while the Al Board provides expert insights and
guidance to ensure the standards reflect technological advancements and industry needs accurately.

These standards not only streamline compliance processes for Al developers but also foster innovation.
By providing a clear regulatory roadmap, they enable businesses to navigate the complex Al landscape
with confidence. Moreover, consistent standards promote interoperability and compatibility, facilitating
market uptake and driving competitiveness within the Al sector.

In essence, the collaboration between the Commission, the Al Board, and stakeholders underscores the
importance of clear and consistent standards in realizing the full potential of Al while ensuring ethical
and regulatory compliance.

The EU Al Act: A Primer

The EU Al Act stands as a cornerstone in the regulation of Al technologies, prioritizing safety,
compliance, and innovation. At its core, the Act seeks to establish a robust framework to govern Al
systems, ensuring they meet stringent standards to protect users and foster trust. Central to the Act's
objectives is the establishment of clear and consistent standards for Al systems, especially those
classified as high-risk. These standards serve as benchmarks for developers and users, guiding them in
the design, deployment, and operation of Al technologies. By setting precise criteria for safety and
performance, these standards mitigate risks associated with Al deployment and promote responsible
innovation.

Through the EU Al Act, the European Union aims to harmonize Al regulations across member states,
creating a unified approach to Al governance. This harmonization streamlines compliance processes for
businesses, providing clarity and predictability in navigating regulatory requirements. Moreover, it
fosters a competitive environment conducive to innovation, where businesses can develop cutting-edge
Al solutions with confidence.

In essence, the EU Al Act underscores the importance of establishing clear and consistent standards to
ensure the safety, compliance, and innovation of Al technologies. By adhering to these standards,
businesses can navigate the regulatory landscape effectively while driving advancements in the Al
sector.

The Role of Clear and Consistent Standards

Clear and consistent standards play a pivotal role in ensuring Al compliance within the framework of the
EU Al Act. These standards serve as a guiding beacon for Al providers, offering a concrete roadmap to
meet the regulatory requirements mandated by the Act. For high-risk Al systems and general-purpose
Al models, adherence to these standards is paramount. They establish a benchmark against which Al
providers can measure the safety, transparency, and reliability of their Al technologies. By aligning with
these standards, providers not only ensure compliance with regulatory norms but also foster trust
among users and stakeholders. Moreover, clear and consistent standards promote interoperability and
compatibility among Al systems. They facilitate seamless integration of Al technologies across different
sectors and industries, fostering innovation and driving market uptake.
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In essence, the role of clear and consistent standards cannot be overstated. They serve as the
cornerstone of Al compliance, providing clarity and coherence in navigating the regulatory landscape.
By adhering to these standards, Al providers pave the way for responsible innovation and contribute to
building a safer and more trustworthy Al ecosystem.

The Commission's Role in Ensuring Standards

The European Commission plays a pivotal role in ensuring clear and consistent Al standards under the
EU Al Act. It issues standardization requests to reputable organizations, outlining the requirements for
developing harmonized standards. These requests serve as directives for standardization bodies like
CEN, CENELEC, and ETSI, guiding them in creating standards that align with the state of the art in Al
technology.

Crucially, the Commission engages in a thorough consultation process with the advisory forum and the
Al Board. These bodies comprise experts and stakeholders who provide invaluable insights and
expertise. Through collaborative efforts, the Commission gathers diverse perspectives to inform the
development of standards that address the complex challenges and advancements in the Al sector.

By ensuring that standards are reflective of the latest technological developments and industry best
practices, the Commission promotes innovation and fosters a competitive Al landscape within the EU.
This proactive approach not only facilitates compliance for Al providers but also enhances trust among
users and stakeholders, ultimately contributing to the growth and sustainability of the Al ecosystem.

Challenges in Standardization

Maintaining clarity and consistency in Al standards presents significant challenges, particularly due to
the rapid evolution of Al technologies. As Al continues to advance, standards must adapt to encompass
new developments while ensuring compliance and safety.

Balancing innovation and regulation is key. While innovation drives progress in Al, regulations are
necessary to mitigate risks and protect users. The European Commission addresses these challenges
through standardization requests, mandating the development of clear and consistent standards
aligned with the latest technological advancements. However, navigating the balance between fostering
innovation and ensuring compliance remains a challenge. The Commission strives to address this by
collaborating with stakeholders and expert bodies to develop common specifications. These
specifications provide a framework for innovation while ensuring that Al systems meet established
safety and ethical standards.

By addressing these challenges through proactive standardization efforts, the Commission aims to
create a regulatory environment that promotes innovation while safeguarding users and fostering trust
in Al technologies.

Best Practices for Al Providers

For Al providers, aligning with clear and consistent standards is essential for compliance and trust-
building. Staying informed about new standards is paramount. Providers can achieve this by subscribing
to updates from regulatory bodies and standardization organizations, attending industry events, and
actively participating in relevant forums.
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Participating in the standardization process is equally crucial. Providers should engage with
standardization organizations and contribute their expertise to the development of standards. By
actively participating, providers can shape standards to better reflect industry needs and technological
advancements. Adhering to harmonized standards or approved codes of practice is key to
demonstrating compliance. These standards provide a recognized framework for evaluating Al systems,
enhancing transparency and trustworthiness. Additionally, compliance with harmonized standards
streamlines market access across the EU, facilitating business expansion and market growth.

In summary, Al providers can achieve compliance and foster trust by staying informed, actively
participating in standardization efforts, and adhering to harmonized standards. By following these best
practices, providers can navigate the complex regulatory landscape and contribute to building a safer
and more innovative Al ecosystem.

Conclusion

Clear and consistent standards are the cornerstone of the EU Al Act's regulatory framework, guiding Al
providers towards compliance and fostering innovation. These standards streamline compliance
processes, providing a roadmap for developers to meet regulatory requirements effectively. By adhering
to harmonized standards, providers can demonstrate their commitment to safety and transparency,
enhancing trust among users and stakeholders.

In essence, clear and consistent standards play a pivotal role in building a safe, innovative, and
competitive Al ecosystem within the EU. By aligning with these standards, Al providers contribute to the
growth and sustainability of the Al sector, ensuring that Al technologies benefit society while adhering
to ethical and regulatory standards.
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Glossary
Act or EU Al Act: European Union Artificial Intelligence Act

Al: Artificial Intelligence
Board: European Union Artificial Intelligence Board
EU: European Union

SME: Small and Medium-Sized Enterprise

How can we help?
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Al & Partners — ‘Al That You Can Trust’

At Al & Partners, we're here to help you navigate the complexities of the EU Al Act, so you can focus on
what matters—using Al to grow your business. We specialize in guiding companies through compliance
with tailored solutions that fit your needs. Why us? Because we combine deep Al expertise with
practical, actionable strategies to ensure you stay compliant and responsible, without losing sight of
your goals. With our support, you get Al you can trust—safe, accountable, and aligned with the law.

To find out how we can help you, email contact@ai-and-partners.com or visit https://www.ai-and-
partners.com.
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