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Introduction  
The European Union's (“EU”) Artificial Intelligence (“AI”) Act (the  “EU AI Act”) marks a significant stride 

towards harmonizing the digital landscape, with a pronounced commitment to nurturing innovation 

and supporting the backbone of the economy: Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (“SMEs”) and 

startups. Recognizing the pivotal role these entities play in driving technological advancements and 

economic growth, the Act lays down a comprehensive framework to ensure they are well-equipped to 

navigate the complexities of AI development and deployment.  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ingrid-vasiliu-feltes-mdmba/
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A cornerstone of this initiative is the Act's emphasis on organizing tailored awareness and training 

activities. These programs are specifically designed to meet the unique needs of SMEs and startups, 

ensuring they have the knowledge and skills necessary to leverage AI technologies effectively and 

responsibly. By facilitating access to such resources, the EU AI Act aims to empower these smaller 

entities, enabling them to not only comply with regulatory standards but also to compete on a level 

playing field in the rapidly evolving AI ecosystem. This approach underscores the EU's dedication to 

fostering an inclusive, innovative, and ethically grounded digital future. 

The EU AI Act and Its Support for SMEs and Startups 
The EU AI Act is a pioneering legislative framework designed to promote innovation while ensuring the 

safety and compliance of AI systems within the internal market. At its core, the Act aims to foster the 

development of human-centric and trustworthy AI technologies, underpinning a high level of protection 

for health, safety, and fundamental rights. This dual focus on innovation and regulation establishes a 

balanced approach, encouraging the responsible development and deployment of AI across the EU. 

Specifically, the EU AI Act introduces targeted measures to support SMEs and startups, pivotal players 

in the AI domain. Recognizing the challenges these entities face, the Act provides them with priority 

access to AI regulatory sandboxes. These sandboxes are controlled environments where SMEs and 

startups can develop, test, and validate AI systems under regulatory oversight, thereby reducing the 

time and resources needed to achieve market readiness. Furthermore, the Act addresses financial 

barriers by adjusting conformity assessment fees based on the size, market presence, and other relevant 

indicators of SMEs, making compliance more accessible and fostering a more inclusive AI ecosystem. 

Through these provisions, the EU AI Act not only champions innovation but also ensures that SMEs and 

startups have the necessary support to navigate the regulatory landscape, contributing to a dynamic 

and competitive AI sector in the EU. 

Awareness and Training Initiatives Under the EU AI Act 
Under the EU AI Act, a significant emphasis is placed on bolstering the capabilities of SMEs and startups 

through meticulously designed awareness-raising and training activities. These initiatives are pivotal, as 

they are tailored to address the specific needs of SMEs and startups, ensuring that these entities are 

well-equipped to navigate the complex regulatory landscape associated with AI technologies. The Act 

mandates Member States to organize such activities, focusing on the application of the regulation and 

aiming to demystify the compliance process for smaller entities. 

The importance of these awareness and training initiatives cannot be overstated. Under the EU AI Act, 

a significant emphasis is placed on bolstering the capabilities of SMEs and startups through meticulously 

designed awareness-raising and training activities. These initiatives are tailored to the specific needs of 

SMEs and startups, ensuring that these entities are well-equipped to navigate the complex regulatory 

serve as a crucial bridge, enabling SMEs and startups to landscape associated with AI technologies not 

only understand but also effectively leverage AI technologies within the regulatory framework 

established by the EU. By providing SMEs and startups with the knowledge and tools necessary to 

comply with the AI Act, these initiatives. By providing ensure that innovation is not stifled by regulatory 

challenges. Furthermore, they empower these businesses to compete more effectively in the digital 

market, fostering growth and innovation within the EU's AI ecosystem.  
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This strategic approach underscores the EU support, the Act's commitment to supporting the 

development acknowledges the of a competitive, critical role of innovative, and SMEs and ethically 

aligned startups in driving AI sector, innovation and technological where SMEs advancement within the 

and startups can thrive. EU's digital economy. 

The importance of these awareness and training initiatives cannot be overstated. They serve as essential 

tools for SMEs and startups to fully understand and comply with the EU AI Act's requirements, thereby 

enabling them to leverage AI technologies more effectively and responsibly. Through these programs, 

SMEs and startups gain valuable insights into best practices for AI development and deployment, risk 

mitigation strategies, and the ethical considerations essential for creating trustworthy AI systems. This 

support not only facilitates their compliance with the Act but also enhances their competitiveness and 

innovation capacity, contributing to the broader goal of fostering a dynamic and ethical AI ecosystem 

across the EU. 

The Role of Member States in Supporting SMEs and Startups 
Under the EU AI Act, Member States are entrusted with pivotal responsibilities to bolster the growth 

and innovation of SMEs and startups, crucial players in the AI domain. These responsibilities include 

organizing specific training activities, providing tailored advice, and facilitating participation in the 

standardization process. These measures are designed to ensure that SMEs and startups are not only 

aware of but can also navigate the regulatory landscape effectively, leveraging AI technologies to their 

full potential. 

The organization of training activities tailored to the needs of SMEs and startups is a cornerstone of this 

support system. These initiatives aim to raise awareness about the EU AI Act and equip businesses with 

the knowledge needed to comply with its provisions. Furthermore, Member States are tasked with 

establishing dedicated communication channels to offer advice and respond to queries regarding the 

implementation of the regulation. This direct line of support is vital for SMEs and startups, which often 

lack the legal and administrative resources of larger entities. 

Additionally, by facilitating the participation of SMEs in the standardization development process, the 

EU AI Act ensures that the voices of smaller entities are heard, contributing to a more inclusive and 

representative AI ecosystem. These concerted efforts by Member States are instrumental in creating a 

supportive ecosystem that not only fosters innovation but also ensures the safe and compliant 

development of AI technologies across the EU. 

Challenges and Opportunities 
SMEs and startups, while standing at the forefront of innovation, often encounter significant hurdles in 

accessing and deriving benefits from initiatives under the EU AI Act. These challenges primarily stem 

from limited resources, both in terms of finance and expertise, to navigate the complex regulatory 

environment and to fully leverage the potential of AI technologies. Additionally, the intricacies of the AI 

regulatory landscape can pose a daunting task for these entities, potentially hindering their ability to 

innovate and scale effectively. 
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Despite these challenges, the EU AI Act's provisions for organizing specific awareness-raising and 

training activities tailored to the needs of SMEs and startups present substantial opportunities. These 

initiatives are instrumental in equipping SMEs and startups with the necessary knowledge and skills to 

navigate the regulatory landscape, ensuring compliance, and fostering innovation. By participating in 

these activities, SMEs and startups can enhance their market readiness, gaining a competitive edge in 

the rapidly evolving digital economy. Furthermore, these initiatives support the broader objective of 

promoting the uptake of human-centric and trustworthy AI, contributing to the sustainable growth and 

innovation path of the EU's digital market. 

Future Directions 
  

The European Commission recently unveiled its AI Innovation Package aimed at fostering the growth of 

artificial intelligence startups and small to medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). This initiative is part of the 

EU's broader strategy to drive innovation and competitiveness in the AI sector. The package includes a 

range of support measures such as funding opportunities, access to advanced AI infrastructure, and 

tailored guidance for startups and SMEs. The goal is to accelerate the development and deployment of 

AI technologies across various industries, promoting technological advancements and creating new 

business opportunities. By providing these resources, the European Commission seeks to position 

Europe as a leader in AI innovation, ensuring that startups and SMEs can contribute to and benefit from 

the rapidly evolving AI landscape. This strategic move underscores the EU's commitment to nurturing a 

robust and dynamic AI ecosystem.  

While the EU AI Act is crucial for ethical oversight, it could inadvertently impact the deep tech startup 

ecosystem negatively. To mitigate this, additional support packages like the AI Innovation Package are 

essential. Many startups and SMEs deploy converging technologies such as AI, blockchain, quantum 

computing, satellite internet, and 6G, which require comprehensive support to thrive in a regulated 

environment. While the AI Innovation Package is a significant step in supporting AI startups and SMEs, 

additional initiatives will be crucial to foster a vibrant, sustainable and responsible deep tech ecosystem.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

5 
 

 

   © 2024 AI & Partners B.V.. All Rights Reserved 

  Fostering Growth: The EU AI Act's Support for SMEs and Startups through Awareness and Training 

 

 

Conclusion 
 

The EU AI Act represents a significant step forward in supporting SMEs and startups, crucial for fostering 

innovation and ensuring the competitive edge of the EU in the global AI landscape. By mandating 

Member States to organize tailored awareness and training activities, the Act acknowledges the unique 

challenges faced by these entities and provides them with the tools necessary to navigate the complex 

regulatory environment of AI technologies. These initiatives are instrumental in demystifying the 

regulatory process, enabling SMEs and startups to not only comply with the EU AI Act but also to 

innovate responsibly within a framework that prioritizes safety and fundamental rights. 

Furthermore, the Act's focus on reducing barriers to entry through measures such as priority access to 

AI regulatory sandboxes and adjusted fees for conformity assessments further underscores the EU's 

commitment to creating a nurturing ecosystem for SMEs and startups. These provisions ensure that the 

development of AI technologies across the EU is not only innovative but also aligned with high standards 

of safety and compliance. In essence, the EU AI Act's support for SMEs and startups through awareness 

and training activities is a testament to the EU's vision of a balanced, human-centric approach to AI, 

promoting an environment where innovation thrives alongside the safeguarding of public interests and 

fundamental rights. 
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Glossary 
Act or EU AI Act: European Union Artificial Intelligence Act 

AI: Artificial Intelligence  

Board: European Union Artificial Intelligence Board 

EU: European Union  

SME: Small and Medium-Sized Enterprise 

How can we help? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

AI & Partners  ‘   –AI That You Can Trust ’ 

Your trusted advisor for EU AI Act Compliance. Unlock the full potential of artificial intelligence while 

ensuring compliance with the EU AI Act by partnering with AI & Partners, a leading professional services 

firm. We specialize in providing comprehensive and tailored solutions for companies subject to the EU 

AI Act, guiding them through the intricacies of regulatory requirements and enabling responsible and 

accountable AI practices. At AI & Partners, we understand the challenges and opportunities that the EU 

AI Act presents for organizations leveraging AI technologies. Our team of seasoned experts combines 

in-depth knowledge of AI systems, regulatory frameworks, and industry specific requirements to deliver 

strategic guidance and practical solutions that align with your business objectives. 

To find out how we can help you, email contact@ai-and-partners.com or visit https://www.ai-and-

partners.com.  

 

https://www.ai-and-partners.com/
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